There are also minor contributions from the United States, Germany and Australia. It doesn't assume prior anaesthetic knowledge.
The layout is quite well structured, beginning with basic respiratory physiology, clinical assessment of pathology and ventilatory insufficiency. Topics such as oxygen therapy, non-invasive ventilation, airway management and dealing with carbon dioxide are covered very well. The pre-eminent chapter on mechanical ventilation should be specific, well set out and thorough in a non-confusing way but disappointingly, these requirements aren't quite met. A better use of tables in particular, and diagrams could have achieved this. Adjuvant subjects such as sedation and paralysis, and nutrition are handled comprehensively, while staples such as complications, ventilation in extreme situations and for transport, and ventilation for neonatal and paediatric patients gain a detailed mention. The text concludes with chapters on tracheostomy, weaning, long-term ventilation and historical aspects. There are important offerings on obstructive lung disease and trauma, but no details on the management of acute lung injury. The main issues of optimising oxygenation are dealt with elsewhere and there is reasonable discussion of novel therapies, with heliox thought to merit its own chapter. There could have been a more detailed discourse on the monitoring of mechanical ventilation through means such as blood gas analysis.
The prose is most readable and the presentation is pleasingly attractive and colourful, with a plethora of illustrations, photographs, tables and boxes. Unfortunately, there is constant use of a pale green hue for significant headings, making them exceedingly difficult to decipher.
This text makes a commendable effort in the initiation of the theory and practice of mechanical ventilation, and is a worthy member of the growing number of works on this subject which is integral to intensive care medicine, as well as anaesthesia. It would be a worthwhile text for trainees and it certainly would make a welcome addition to a departmental library.
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